

According to Wikipedia, "the h-index is an index that attempts to measure both the productivity and impact of the published work of a scientist or scholar". 

I believe that one of the driving forces behind Alberto Pantoja's actions against technician authorship may have been that authorship would elevate a technician's h-index above his own. Even though he was a GS 15, Alberto Pantoja had the lowest h-index of any research scientist in the unit.  My h-index was more than twice as high as his, but I was held down at the rank of GS 12 because I was a woman. 

The USDA Agricultural Research Service never disputed the fact that their promotion system relies entirely on subjective, non-measurable criteria, which resulted in fewer women being promoted to higher GS levels.


